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however angular and awkward, that without its
angularity and awkwardness, indeed, it will
not fit into the puzzle or make its contribution
to the whole : there is a splash of needed
colour here, the tracing of the pattern there,
and alter either of these pieces, try to intensify
or subdue the colour, or to improve the
waywardness of a line, and the picture is
spoilt ; each piece must be itself and no other
if it is to play its part in the whole. I believe
that to be a true illustration of the relationship
subsisting between individuals in any society,
and between nations in any organized society
of mankind. It may be called the contribu-
tory theory : respect for human personality
is based on the needs of society, and patriotism
is devotion to a country for what it can give and
not for what it can get. It is possible to review
the history of mankind and see how each great
people has been remarkable for some particular
gift, specialists, by the grace of God, in some
one aspect of the art of living. There were
the Hebrews of old, with a peculiar genius
for religion, who in the perception of spiritual
truth Were centuries ahead of the Greeks ;
in their turn, specialists in the art of